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(57) Abstract: A soft magnetic material comprising 
multiple composite magnetic particles (40). Each of the 

multiple composite magnetic particles (40) comprises 
iron-containing metal magnetic particle (10), nonferrous 
metal-containing underlayer coating (20) covering 
the surface of the metal magnetic particle (10), and 
insulating upper layer coating (30) containing at least 
either oxygen or carbon and covering the surface of the 
underlayer coating (20). The affinity of the nonferrous 
metal with the at least either oxygen or carbon contained 
in the upper layer coating (30) is greater than that of 
the iron. Altematively, the diffusion coefficient of the 
at least either oxygen or carbon contained in the upper 
layer coating (30), exhibited in the nonferrous metal 
is smaller than that exhibited in the iron. Desirable 
magnetic properties can be attained by this structure. 
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